3 Bermon

Sermon Preached by the Right Rev. Robert Henry Alexander
Bames, LL.B., Ph,D., at his Bnthronement in The Cathedral
Church of Christ The Redeemer, Dromore, on Spturday, 2lat
June, 1980, at 3 o'clock in the aftarnoon.

May I first of 2ll express to the Dean and to the Chapter
of Dromore Cathedral my very sincere appreeciation, not only
for his weleome, but for the manner of this welcome.

And may I say to all who have had a part in the ordering
of this service to-day how much we all appreciate the Srouble
they hawe taken, May I say to the representatives of the
Parishes of Dromore Diocese, while I look around and see many
familiar faces, I look forward immensely in the years to come
to making many new friends in a Diocese that has a special
place in my heart, for it was in this Cathedral and in this
Diocese that I was Priested, and it wvas in this Diocese that
I served before being Consecrated Bishop of Derry.

And so, on behalf of my wife and myself I would say %o the

people of Dromore, to the elergy, the lay readers and the
representatives of the Parishes, that your welecome this afternoon

hag encouraged us greatly. And I ask now for your prayers and
support, as not only we get to lmow each other - for that is a
process that in any walk of 1ife takes time = but not only get
to lmow each other, but also grow in confidence, I hope, and
in trust, that we are all ealled in our several ways and in our
several manners to the same tagk = and that, in the words of the
Lesgon, to "feed the sheep of Christ."

I wvant to take as my theme at this Enthronement a rather
simple thought that lies very close indeed to the heart of

the Church and one which is easily identified in so much of
our worship and in our Liturgy and in our 1life, and certainly




2 germon

is casily identified in this Enthronement Service = the
theme of ministry of God's people feeding the flock committed
to their charge,

And I wvant to 2sk you to think with me sbout this theme
this afternoon = not in a purely historic fashion, or even in

& purely theologleal fashion, I want you to think with me
about this vhole question of our task and our ministry under
three simple headings, and I want to start by suggesting te
you that the greatest task we have as a Chureh and as a people
in the 1980's 1s thiss to re-discover the value of the individusl,

You and I 1ive in a time in the history of our country and
in the histery of our Church when the individual is not 2 priority
in any sense, and we have grown ascustomed to consider people in
a commmnity, people in a Church, people in a country, people in
& Provinece en masse, as a group,

And how often are we advised by those who are undoubtedly
set up to advise us in these matters that the good of the
communi ty demands such and such, or the good of the people
requires this or that,

Is it any wonder that at times you and I vonder where the
dignity and the rights and the power of the individual have
gone? And 1t mmm would be all right from a purely Church
senge, wouldn't i1t, if that wers to be the end of the matter.
But 1t 1s, 28 we know to our cost, unfortunately, not the end
of the matter, because so often within the Church we tend to leose
sight of the right and the influence of the individual.

dnd I would smggest to you this afternoon that if there is
anything that history will lay at our feet in our generation

in the Church, it must surely be this - that we have failed
miserably to grasp the impoftance in a very chaotie and
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changing world, of the value of the individual - that priceless
conmodity in the sight of God, made in the image of Christ,
made in the image of God and that, the individual for whom
Christ dled.

And yet hov often do we lose sight of the value of the
individual as gsomeone who has so much to offer, so much to
eontribute and so much to refleet within the 1life of the
communi ty and of the Christian Church,

In the past decade we have gseen many things change in our
Province, and may I suggest to you that one thing that has
changed, mamlimmp perhaps almost without us notieing it, has
been that the individual in our community, the individual
person has lost a great sense of his identity,

How uftuﬁ does an elderly pai-m say to their elergyman
in a pastoral visit, "You know things have chhngedj they are not
vhat they used to be. I felt once that I was important, but
now I feel more a number on a list."

How of'ten do we hag:r the medieal praetitioner complain:

"You ¥now I wish I had more time to follow up an individual
cage because a person is important, but now the pressure is
such that I have so many to deal with that I am not concerned
with the individual,."

And have we not as Christians this afternoon, at this
particular juncture in the history of our Provines, a right and
a duty to say something very elearly to Govermment, In the
next few weeks they will issue a blue print for the future of
our Province. We have recelved many indications as to wvhat

that blue print will contain.

It ia not our duty this afternoon to tell the Bovermment
what should be in the blue print, but surely it is our duty
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as Christian people = and in this congregation representing

so many people in the Diocese, we have a right %o says "Look,
Af in your plans you lose sight of the rights and the dignity
of the individual in the commmity you have not even begun to
understand Ulster, and you certainly have not begun to solve
our problems,"

And, so T suggest first of all that we must be conseious
again of the rights snd dignities of the individual,

Becondly, may I suggest to you that in our work, "feeding the
floek of Christ," whatever it may mean for us, and whatever it
may hold for us in the future, we not only must think of the
individual, but we must see the individual as a reflection of
God,

I choose my words carefully, because therse are those, I
know, who would teach us within the Church that too often do

ve confuse in our thinking the dignity of man and the dignity
of God.
And, no doubt, there will be those who will tell me after

this sermon that I have done the same, I hope not, because I
would say to you, my friends, this afternoon that we are moving into
a period in the history of the Church when we have got to
recognise again that in the vision of the individusl we have a
reflection of the Creator.

And 1f there 1s one message that this Province needs to be
reminded of to-day, surely it is - that vhen we look at our
neighbour, vhen we deal with our neighbour, when we have relations
with our neighbour, we are having relations, not with the
faceless anonymous man we sometimes imagine from the media -
ve are dealing with an individual made in the likeness of
God)
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It is a rather frightening thought, it is a rather
devastating thought, and may I suggest to you that it is
a rather devastating thought to & Church which considers
itself strong,
I want to be very personal about th_u, and I hope you will

not misunderstand me, In my previous Diocese it was remarkable
on the number of occasions when we felt that the task given

to us wvas unique » for this reason, we were a minority £
vithin a majority situation, but within Northern Irsland,

And for that reason may I say to you who have the privilege
of worshipping in a totally majority situation, that there is
a8 very heavy moral responsibility fo recognise that we have
not got all the answersy we have not got all the solutions,
and that we have got to have the same thought and prayer
for those who think like us, but who worship their God in
very different situations, under very different pressures,
and who seek the same way as we do.

We must leayn surely again vhat it meana to look on the

individual as the image of God, made in the likeness of Uod,
and to recognise what this means for our ministry.

At the last Lambeth Cenference, as I think I mentioned
at Downpatrick, I met that powerful character who has been
in the news lately, Bishop Desmond Tute of South Africa,

the man vho was imprisoned the other day (I am sure you
read about it in the papers) because of his opposition
to apartheide== a man vhose viry presence vibrates, I was
going to say tension, but people might misunderstand me
if I said that, certainly radi,tes and transmits pent-up

anercgy.
And I remember him deseribing the events in Sowete, that
shanty town in Bouth Africa, vhich for many people was the

flashepoint which set off the current troubles, and he used
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a phragse which I have never forgotten., He said: "In that
restless situation we discovered sgain what it meant to be
urgent about God's business,™

"Urgent about God's businessi” My f#iends, if there is
a lesson in that for us in Northern Ireland and in omr Church

and in our community, surely it is thiss the time is long past
when we can afford to be anything other than urgent about Ged's
business,

To sit back and to say 1t is the job of f‘amfnrtabls pev,
as in fact some elergy are inclined to do, or to sit back in
the comforteble pewand say it 1s the job of the pulpit, as se
often some of our good lay people say; or to sit back on the
toucheline and say 1t is the job of the Church, as those omntside
our doors are too eften inclined to say, 1s surely nothing short
of begging the questions "What is the ministry given to those
vho use the word Christ to-day?™

And gurely the answer is a simple one: "To be urgent about

God's business,” but to ymslkémw recognise that we are not dealing
with a massed people, we are dealing with individuals made in

the image and thé likeness of God,

Thirdly, and finally, may I suggest to you that we must see
the job of feeding the sheep of Christ - firstly, recognising
the pewer of the individualj sedondly, the individual in the
sight of God as made in the image of Gody and thirdly, and
perhaps most important of all, we must see the ministry of
Christ's Church to the individusl people where they are,

One of the pemalties of being appointed or translated Bishop
off Down and Dromore at this time of the year is that you have a
succession of appointments. Two enthronements, followed very
quickly by a Diocesan Synod, and it lesves, 1 ean assure you, at
times some sort of mental exhaustion when you contemplate = not
what you have to say, but how Pou ean divide up what you want to

say,
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And T would 1ike to feel that at the Diocesan Synod we

may take this whole precess one gtep Marther and ask ourselves
wvhat does it mean, the organisation of our Dioecese in the 1980's
= that we have certain problems, we have csrtain resources,

How are we going to make the best wew of the ministryl
I have certain suggestions I want to put to you. But may I

suggest to you this afternoon in the context of our ministry
to the individusl, to the person, and being urgent about the

business of ﬂvd,"‘)

fﬁu first step in this entire process is a very simple one,

We minister because we feel eonvineed that we have some thing
worthvhile to talk about = we have something worthwhile to
talk about,’

Have you aver wondered, my friends, my elergy colleagues,
have you ever wondered at times in those barren moments we all
have in eur spiritual 1ife when nothing seems to clieck and
vision is gone. Did you ever wonder vhy? Did you ever ask
yourself on your knees: "Why is it in God's name the vision
Seems to have gone?"

And you, my 23 friends, vho represent the parishes, have
you ever asked yourself on your kneesi "What is wrong with my
Parish? What is wrong with my Church®®

How often in both cases do we come up with a similar answer
= 1t starts with me and 1t ends with me, How will they hear
unless we send a preacher? How will they Rearn unless we send
& teacher? Howv will they experience unless those who teach and
Preach have experienced 1t SSNEBE first themselves? How?

We speak to-day not only ag a Christian people to a troubled
world, but we speak as members of the Church of Ireland., We
8pask as those who have a certain ethos, a certain way of doing

things.
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I have already, I think, suggested to you at the first
anthronement at Downpatrick that I would 1like to feel that

we may together find a new way of making attractive the
traditional way the Church of Ireland has off organising

itself, But s we will never start that process, we will
never feed the sheep, and we will never discover in the sight
of God how important the individual 13 unless ve mag ourselves
have made our own trip from Gethsemane to Calvary to Easter, and
in that pilgrimage have simply and quietly sald to the God we
weok to serves "Here am I,send me,"

We start a pilgrimage to-day together, my f#lends., I have
come to learn - I have come to learn from you. I hope that
what experience I have may be of use to you, But at the end
of the day 1t is not as the Diccese of Dromore that we will
be Judgedy; 4t is as individuals - important becsuse we are
people,

Secondly, because we reflect the image of God. But,
thirdly, because we are & people who feel a burning desire
in our hearts te say to others: "Come welk with me for I
have & secret I vant to share." And that surely is our

ministry and our ealling now in the 1980's and beyond,

-

Almighty and Bverlasting God, Who hast ealled us into Thy
Church and given us the privilege of gervice and leadership,
pour into our hearts gsuch a love towards Thee th&t we show

in this conmunity and beyond the beauty of Thy Nawe, and
draw through us others closer te Thee in and through Thy

SBon Jesus Charist our Lord. Amen,

End,




